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From A Pastor, To Pastors 
 

I read a statistic recently that 50% of pastors will not finish their careers as pastors.  Another 
statistic states that some 300 pastors drop out of ministry each month.  Maybe itôs the challenge 
of the job or maybe itôs a misunderstanding of the call of God thatôs producing such troubling re-
sults.   
I love pastoral ministry.  I love communicating Godôs truth.  I love leading a congregation to ac-
complish its mission.  I love influencing people toward becoming fully devoted followers of 
Christ.  I continue doing this, but no longer as a senior pastor.  I will do this for the rest of my 
life whether I am known to others as area administrator, state pastor, mentor or pastor.  That 
calling has not changed.   
Today as a state pastor, I provide counseling, coaching, and mentoring to pastors and churches.  
I preach occasionally.  I introduce people to Jesus Christ and his church.  I work long, hard 
hours.  I drive an average of 3,000 miles per month.  I feel about my job like Eric Liddell felt 
about running: ñAnd when I run, I feel his pleasure.ò  Iôm like that GEICO Gecko: ñI love my 
job.ò 
I love forming SHAPE clusters (pastoral peer groups for encouragement and accountability).  
This keeps pastors from becoming isolated.  Pastors who go it alone are more vulnerable to the 
enemyôs attacks.  Every pastor needs at the least a mentor, a coach, and a friend.  Pastors need 
colleagues who can keep confidences and who can pray the heavens down.  We will stand to-
gether or we will fall one by one.   
Pastor, do everything you can to be who God created you to be and to do what God created you 
to do.  Remember that you belong to him.  Give him the freedom to change your assignment at 
any time in any way.  That is where purpose and meaning are found.  That is where joy lives.  
Know that you are loved and appreciated.  I pray for you often.  I am here to support in any way 
I can. 
 
Abiding in Christ, 

Dwayne  

Ralph Shipley, Dwayne Pierce, Dorothy Hall, Ira Russell, Teri Henderson, Rex Stout, 
Sandy Hobbs, Jim Daniel, Linda Parton,, Lynda Smith, Chris Smith,  Karen Bailey, 

Mel Jacobs, Gary Brooks, Chester Hughes, Maybrey Gfellers, Kathy Tack 

Tennesseeôs third co-
hor t  fo r  SHAPE 
(Sustaining Health And 
Pastoral Excellence) 
experienced orientation 
early this fall led by 
Paul Dreger and Ryan 
Chapman. We now 
have three new cluster 
g r o u p s  m e e t i n g 
monthly bringing Ten-
nesseeôs current in-
volvement in SHAPE to 
35. 
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Fall Retreat  
held at Camp Overton Oct. 9
-11 had over a 100 people in 
attendance and many deci-
sions made for Christ. The 
weekend was full of 
ñWhateverò surprises. Many 
thanks to all of those from 
across the state who gave of 
their gifts, talents and time 
to make it a wonderful ex-
perience. 

The Youth Fall Retreat brought together young people from all over to state to meet 

at Camp Crossville Sept. 18-20 for a great time of spiritual renewal, fun and fellowship. Sammy 
Ward led in worship and Preston Centuolo challenged with the word. 

Tennessee Ministries was presented a 

ñvery large checkò in the amount of $4,588. The check is 
a dividend from Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company 
because of the churches that participate in the Tennes-
see Church of God Group Program. The dividend was di-
vided  proportionally between Camp Greene and Camp 
Overton. To learn how your church can participate con-
tact the State Office. 


